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The decision I have made today does not effect the U.S. °

program of research and devclopment on the breeder reactor.
That program assumes that no decision on the commercial
operations of breeder reactors, which require plutonium

fuel, will be made before 1986.
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budget for our program to dispose of nuclear waste.

' We expect to demonstrate a complete depository for such
waste by 1985. I have recently directed, however,
a speed-up of’the program to demonstrate the components
of waste disposal technology by the end of 1978. .I
have also directed that the first demonstration

depository be submitted for licensing by the RNuclear

Regulatory Commission to assure its safety and

acceptablllty to the public.
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- Consistent with my decision tha*_reprocessing is no

longer to be viewed as inevitable, I am directing today

that the wasite disposal program include careful study

of the feasibility of long-term storage of spent fuel ®

that has not. been reprocessed
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The challenge of nuclear prolifaration demands
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candor. It can[perhaps(Ee_gigage§:r~ butj only

partially and temporarlly/by technical measures. It

A\
can enl:]be solved, however, if all of us face the
e A
problem reallstlcally. Ehesetrealltles are fundamentally
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polltlcdl"<e1dt1ng to the determination and foresight-

of leaders in xesisting perceived short-term advantages
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leaders to see that theil individual and collective
A

interests are best served by internationally assured
and safeguarded nuclear fuel supply, services and
storage. We ask them to turn aside from pursuing euclear
capabilities which are of doubtful economic value and
have ominous implicaﬁions for ruclear proliferation
and instabiiity in the worlad.

The record to date isé;ot perfect. The broad
concensus ajyainst the acquisition of nuclear weapons
is & source of encourageient, but it is certainly

not a basis for complacency.
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i I do not underestimate the scop¢.and complexity

of the challznge and the program I heve just put forward
to meet it. Success depends on an e»traoxrdinary
coordination of the policies of all rations toward the -

common good. The US is prepared to lJead, but we cannot

succeed alore. If nations can work :ogether coﬁstructively
and cooperatively to manage our common nuclear problems

we will enhance our collective sechr;ty. And we will

be better able to concentrate our energies and our
resources on the great tasks of construction rather than
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consume them in increasingly destructive rivalry.



